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Highlights from the Rector 

Then Jesus said, “God’s kingdom  is like a seed thrown on  a field by a ma n who then g oes to bed
and forgets about it.  The seed sprouts and grows– he has no idea how it happens.  The earth
does it all without his help: first a green stem of grass, then a bud, then the ripened grain. 
When the grain is fully formed, h e reaps–harv est time!

“How can w e picture God’s kingdom?  What kind of story can we use?  It’s like a pine nut. 
When it lands on the ground it is qui te small as seeds go, yet once it is planted it grows int o a
huge pine tree with thick branches.  Eagles nest in it.”

   (from Mark Chap ter 4, The Message Bible)
                                                                                                          
Out in the front yard of our church p roperty we have three very, very, VERY tall pine trees. 
Have you noticed?  I am sure you know them w ell if you are a long tim e member.  They are
affectionately k nown as the “Trinity” of pines.

I came across this version of Jesus’ parable in The Message in my studies the other day, and I
thought about those pines.  I also thought about how huge eagles’ nests are.  Once Tom and
Thomas and I were at Kiawah Island back in the river in a canoe on a guided tour and the guide
pointed out an eagle’s nest which was more than 14 feet in diameter.  That is bigger than some
people’s bedrooms!



When I learn ed more of the history of Ep iphany Church, I felt even m ore of a kindred spirit
here.  This parish was formed in 1956, which is the year of my birth.  I love to think of the
beginning s of this parish, and how it grew over the years from a mission parish t o the church it
is now.  Seeds of faith were plant ed then, in the way Jesus’ parable describes.  God took those
seeds, and has done many things with them.   Many of you have seen the good things that God
has done here.  And there are other things that God has made happen from those seeds that
even those of you who have been here all along cannot even know about.  Such is the nature of
the Kingdom of God.  We must always keep that larger kingdom pictur e in mind when we think
of our daily part in  the life of Epiphan y.  Our small lives of faith are but tiny seeds.  Yet we must
take heart about their importance!  This parable of Jesus’ reminds us of how very much our
faithful li ves matter in God’s great kingdom!

I treasure being part of this parish’s  life, and the shaping of its futu re.  The seeds that are
planted by grace while I am your rector are done so in our faith, hope and love.  May God take 
our offering of these “seeds” for His Kingdom, that m ore “pine trees” may grow and more eagles
may build their nests, that people we never even see or know  may soar on these eagles wings
and glorify our Lord Jesus Christ to the ends of the earth.

Yours in faith, hope, and love,

Mother Beth+



NEWS / UPCOMING EVENTS

Vestry Meeting - Will be held Wednesday, June 3rd, at 7:00 p.m., in the church library.  Please speak with
Mthr. Beth if you have any agenda items for the vestry to discuss, or speak with your Vestry
representative for any ideas, issues, suggestions, and/or concerns.

Vestry Person of the Week - Connie Keisler for the week of May 31st; Tom Lowery for the week of June
7th; Billy Richards for the week of June 14th; Catherine Tucker for the week of June 21st;  Luther
Barringer for the week of June 28th; and JoAnne Harrington for the week of July 5th. 

Adult Forum - Will not  meet during the summer months.  We will resume after Labor Day. 

Children’s Christian Education - Will  not  meet during the summer months.  We will resume after Labor
Day. 
Midweek Evening Prayer  with Holy Eucharist and Prayers for Healing - Will be held each Wednesday
evening at 5:30 p.m.

Choir Rehearsal - Will be held the first and third Wednesday evenings of each month following the
evening service, approximately 6:15 p.m.  Anyone interested in joining our choir, please join us.  There is
always room for one more choir member.

Daughters of the King - Will meet Saturday, June 7th, immediately following the Morning Service for a
brief business meeting in the Church library.

Mthr. Beth’s Discretionary Fund - Please remember the third Sunday of each month (June 21st this
month), the loose plate offering goes to her discretionary fund.  Please give prayerful consideration to
this important ministry so as to allow Mthr. Beth to help those from the community that reach out to her
and us for financial assistance.

The Outreach Committee Offering - The months that have five Sundays has been designated as
Outreach Offering Sunday, and that occurs today, May 31st.  Please give prayerful consideration to this
ever-so important ministry.

The Corner Table - Is coming up again on Wednesday, June 10th.  Please mark your calendars and
speak to either Mike Jupin or Kathy Hardin about helping with the meal.  We need new people to help
prepare the spaghetti, help set up, help serve, and help clean up.  We need about 8 to 12 people.  Please
let us know if you can help us from 9:30 a.m. till about 1:30 p.m.

M&M Con ference - Saturday, June 6th, at First Baptist Church, Asheville, the annual Diocesan Mission
and Ministry Conference.  Please see Luther Barringer or speak with Mthr. Beth about this day of
fabulous workshops gathering hundreds of Episcopalians from our Diocese.  Those attending will be Tom
and Ann Lowery, Wanda Williams, Catherine Tucker, Connie Keisler, and Tom and Beth Lilly.

Bishop’s Seminarian Fund Drive - Next Sunday, June 7th, has been designated by our Bishop to be a
Sunday in which all the parishes of the diocese receive an offering to go to the seminarians from our
diocese.  This bishop is creating a fund for seminarians for the future to offset the debt that is incurred 
by these future priests when they finish their education.  We are happy to help him in this worthy
endeavor.

The People of St. Alban’s, Hickory - Will gather on Sunday, June 7th, at 4:00 p.m. to mark the leave-
taking of the Rev. Randy Ferebee as the first Rector of their Parish.  Please keep Randy and Judy in your



thoughts and prayers, as well as the people of St. Albans as they bid their dear priest of 35 years farewell. 
Pray for them as they search for their interim Rector.  May God be with them all. 

Crawdads’ Game Time Again - We are scheduled to go on Friday, June 26th.  Please check with Wayne
Trammell for your tickets.  They are $5.00 each.  According to Wayne, we have more than 45 people
going. Come join us for the fun! 

Bishop’s Visitation and Confirmation - Sunday, June 14th.  Whitney Roper is our youth confirmand. Bob
and Janice McPherson are our adult confirmands.  Tom and Ann Lowery, and Tom Lilly are reaffirming
their faith.  (Please note the date change as it has been listed June 7th in previous publications.)  The
vestry will meet briefly with Porter at 9:45 a.m. in the library before the service as is customary during
his visits with any parish.  An offering for the Bishop’s Discretionary Fund will be received at the service
that morning.  We need people to bring side dishes to supplement the luncheon which follows the morning
service.

The Next Men’s Night Out - Sunday, June 21st, 6:00 p.m., at Geppeto’s on Springs Road, in Hickory.

Camp Henry - Is celebrating its 50th Celebration and Diocesan Picnic from June 19-21 at Lake Logan. 
We will celebrate 50 years of Camp Henry in conjunction with the Diocesan Picnic.  Come for the day,
come for an evening, or come for the whole weekend.   See flyer on the youth bulletin board in the parish
hall way. 

The Diocesan Picnic at Lake Logan - Saturday, June 20th, from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  Please sign up
on the sheet next to Mthr. Beth’s office as to whether you are going, and what picnic food you plan to
bring.  It should be fun!

The Next ECW Meeting (Luncheon) - Will be held on Sunday, July 12th, after the morning service. 
Please contact either Zoe Robertson, Nancy Shanks, or Ann Lowery for any suggestions for where to meet
or agenda items.  We want to meet and greet over lunch somewhere!!!                                                         
                                                                   
The Next Newsletter Deadline - For the June newsletter will be Tuesday, June 23rd, in order to have them
in the mailboxes by June 28th.   Please mark your calendars.  The newsletter is still, by far, the most
effective means of communication any church has.  Please be in touch with the Parish Secretary for
weekly bulletin information on Tuesday and Thursday mornings from 9:00 a.m. until noon; and your
newsletter editor for monthly newsletter information for any and all pertinent data you wish included.

OUTREACH COMMITTEE
Raeanne Kummer, Chairperson

Phone cards can now be used by soldiers within the United States and not just abroad.  Carol distributed
some of these cards at our meeting.   Any member of Epiphany that knows of a soldier that could use a

calling card, please call Carol.

Carol also will be collecting current and outdated coupons to send to soldiers at different service bases.
Coupons can be up to six months past expiration date and still be honored.   Please start cutting those
coupons and place them in the basket next to the cellular phones basket in the Narthex and support our

troops.

The Outreach Committee voted to participate in the funds drive for ECCCM/Feinstein Foundation again this
year.  This foundation will divide 1 million  dollars among agencies that are able to raise a minimum of $250
and a maximum of $50,000.  Monies are divided proportionally, so the more funds an agency can raise, the
more money they will receive.  



The fifth Sunday loose change offering, Raeanne requested, with other Committee members agreeing, this
be used as an on-going way to replenish the Outreach Budget.  Mother Beth agreed to this request. 
 
The Cell Phones for Soldiers Outreach project continues to collect used cell phones to obtain free calling
cards for our troops overseas.  This program has been very successful in giving our soldiers a chance to talk
with their families and loved ones. Cell phones and chargers can be placed in a bag marked for Carol Clise
and placed at the end of one of the benches in the Church Narthex.

Free one-hour calling cards for soldiers overseas may be obtained by giving names and complete mailing
addresses to Carol Clise.  Contact Carol, if you need more information.  We continue to collect used cell
phones and chargers.  They can be placed in a basket in the Narthex.  We recently received a number of free
one-hour calling cards for miliary use.  If you have a relative or friend in the service of our country, please
contact Carol Clise for phone cards.

Many thanks to those who left coupons in the narthex.  Two packages have been sent to locations overseas
(Korea and Japan).  Many troops and their families overseas can  use grocery and drug store item coupons,
expired or in date, at the commissaries at bases of all branches of service.  These bases are not in the war
zones, but where troops and some of their families are stationed.  Bases where these can be sent include those
in Germany, Korea, Turkey, Japan, Belgium, Italy, Spain and the United Kingdom.  Many families are on
a very tight budget and coupons are a big help.  As a project of the Outreach Committee, individual coupons
and the Sunday insert booklets can be placed in a basket in the Narthex and they will be sent to the bases.
Please continue to leave grocery and drugstore coupons to help our military families.  Any questions, please
contact Carol Clise from the Outreach Committee.
 

MEN’S NIGHT OUT SCHEDULE FOR 2009

Sunday, June 21 - Geppeto’s, Springs Road, Hickory
Sunday, July 19 - Bennett’s Barbecue, Fairgrove Church Rd., Hickory 
Sunday, August 16 - Olive Garden, Hickory
Sunday, September 20 - Nagano’s Japanese Steak House, Conover

THE HIGHLAND EPISCOPALIAN

April  edition of the Highland Episcopalian has been printed online to save the printing costs, because of
budget shortfalls.  Therefore June, October and December will also not be distributed in the customary
newspaper form but online.  It saves the Diocese $3,000.00 per issue by not mailing it out and just posting
it online.  Let’s all help our diocese save this money if we are able.  For those of you who do not have access
to the Internet, you will  find a copy of the April edition in your mailboxes.  If you have an e-mail address
listed in the parish directory, this is one reason why you need to notify the office and keep us updated on your
e-mail address  You can read or download this April edition at www.diocesewnc.org. 

FROM GLORIA JUPIN

Hooray, hooray, hooray!  Gloria is retiring, as a teacher, from the Catawba County School system.  You are
graciously invited to attend her retirement party to be held in their home on Saturday, June 20th,  at 4:00 p.m.
Dinner will be served at 5:30 p.m.  People can eat dinner with us after returning from the Diocesan Picnic.
Gloria and Mike’s address is 4885 Pleasant View Lane, Catawba, N. C.   28609.  Please call Mike or Gloria
at 828-241-4174 to confirm attendance, so they can plan accordingly.


