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Highlights from the Rector 

“The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; God’s mercies never come to an end; they are new
every morning; great is G od’s faithfulness.” 

Lamentations 3:22, 23 NRSV

We continue living in The Great 50 days of Easter unti l Pentecost Sunday, which  falls on May 31st

this  year.  During this time as individuals, we reflect joyfully  upon the power of Our Risen Lord to
bring  hope into every circumstance of our lives, and make all things new.  As a church, we look
together to God for guidance and vision as to where God and the powerful Holy  Spirit  will l ead us
into  our future. We are here on this earth to serve and glorify God.  We are the Body of Christ .
Jesus sent all of his disciples and followers to preach the good news to all nations, to the ends of the
earth.

With  so much heartbreak out there, so many troubled lives, the church must stand up strong  as a
beacon of light and hope. Jesus has assigned us to be his hands and feet and news-spreaders.  Jesus
says that the news is good.  God is faithful.  God is full of m ercy.  God’s love is steadfast.   So dear
people of Epiphany, please join me in what is very much your job as well as mine.  Let us shine that
light, be that beacon, and tell that goo d news.

Yours in faith,

Mother Beth+



NEWS / UPCOMING EVENTS

Vestry Meeting - Will be held Wednesday, May 6th, at 7:00 p.m., in the church library.  Please speak with Mthr.
Beth if you have any agenda items for the vestry to discuss, or speak with your Vestry representative for any ideas,
issues, suggestions, and/or concerns.

Vestry Person of the Week - Billy Richards for the week of May 3rd; Catherine Tucker for the week of May 10th;
Luther Barringer for the week of May 17th; JoAnne Harrington for the week of May 24th; Connie Keisler for the week
of May 31st; Tom Lowery for the week of June 7th; and Billy Richards for the week of June 14th.

Adult Forum -Will meet each Sunday morning beginning at 9:15 a.m., followed by Meet and Greet at 10:00 a.m. 

Children’s Christian Education - Will meet each Sunday at 9:15 a.m., followed by Meet and Greet at 10:00
a.m. 

Midweek Evening Prayer  with Holy Eucharist and Prayers for Healing - Will be held each Wednesday
evening at 5:30 p.m.

Choir Rehearsal - Will be held the first and third Wednesday evenings of each month following the evening
service, approximately 6:15 p.m.  Anyone interested in joining our choir, please join us.  There is always room for
one more choir member.

Daughters of the King - Will meet Saturday, May 9th, at 2:00 p.m. in the Church library .

Mthr. Beth’s Discretionary Fund - Please remember the third Sunday of each month (May  17th this month), the
loose plate offering goes to her discretionary fund.  Please give prayerful consideration to this important ministry so
as to allow Mthr. Beth to help those from the community that reach out to her and us for financial assistance.

General Convention Forum - Sunday, May 3, from 3:00 to 4:00 p.m.  All Soul;s Cathedral in Asheville.  Please
come meet your deputation and hear about some of the most pressing legislative items coming before the General
Convention 2009.  We look forward to seeing you there!

Free Gospel Concert - Derwin Hinson will give a free Gospel Concert at Aubrey’s Seafood and Grill, Monday,
May 4th, at 6:30 p.m.  1560 Fairgrove Church Road, Conover, N. C.

Mayfest - Saturday, May 16th, Downtown Newton, from 10:00 a.m. until 7:00 p.m.  Epiphany will have a table set
up all day during the Mayfest to make our Episcopal presence known in Newton.  Would you like to help staff our
table?  If so let us know by email or a call to the office.  Watch your bulletins.  More information to follow.  Please
stay tuned.  There is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board of the parish hall .

Queen City Ringers - Sunday, May 17th, Epiphany at 4:00 p.m.  Be sure to make space on your calendar to come
to Epiphany to hear them.  This renowned Charlotte-area hand bell group blew us away last year when they visited,
and we are thrilled they have decided to return to play again,   We will receive a love offering for them, and treat
them to refreshments afterward.  Treat yourself to exquisite bell ringing by the best of the best!

Rededication Organ Concert - St. James Episcopal Church, Lenior, Sunday, May 17th, at 4:00 p.m.  This is in
celebration of the rebuilding of our organ and featuring St. James’ organists Barbara Taylor and Vince Crist. 
Reception to follow on the front lawn following the conert.  Everyone is invited to join us.

Men’s Night Out  - Will meet  on Sunday, May 17th, at 6:00 p.m. at Harbor Inn, Fairgrove Church Road, in
Hickory.

Crawdads’ Game Time Again - Please check you mailboxes today (the deadline) for the 2009 scheduled dates of
the Crawdads’ baseball games.  You need to fill out your choice of dates and turn in TODAY to Wayne Trammell’s
mailbox.  Wayne is anxious to get these plans underway!



M&M Con ference - Saturday, June 6th, at First Baptist Church, Asheville, the annual Diocesan Mission and
Ministry Conference.  Please see Luther Barringer or speak with Mthr. Beth about this day of fabulous workshops
gathering hundreds of Episcopalians from our Diocese.  Get your information on the M&M Conference and
registration form from Luther or download from the diocesan website at www.diocesewnc.org.  NOTE: You must
register through Epiphany Church.  Please turn forms in to the office by May 15th.  Thanks.

Bishop’s Visitation and Confirmation - Sunday, June 7th.  We have two confirmands.

The People of St. Alban’s, Hickory - Will gather on Sunday, June 7th, at 4:00 p.m. to mark the leave- taking of
the Rev. Randy Ferebee as the first Rector of their Parish.  You are cordially invit ed to join in the celebration.  A
BBQ will follow the service.  Your RSVP will be very helpful.   Call 828-324-1351 or sherry@stalbansparish.org. 

The Next ECW Meeting (Luncheon) - Will be held on Sunday, June 14th, after the morning service.  Please
contact either Zoe Robertson, Nancy Shanks, or Ann Lowery for any suggestions for where to meet or agenda items. 
We want to meet and greet over lunch somewhere!!!                                                                                             
                                                             
The Diocesan Picnic at Lake Logan - Saturday, June 20th, from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  Please let us know by
May 1st if you think you can go.  Call or e-mail the office at secretary@epiphanynewton.org or tell a vestry member
or Mthr. Beth.  Your vestry will be able to reserve a tent, and plan for us to go together as a parish with our lawn
chairs.  FUN!!!  Thanks.

Camp Henry - I s celebrating its 50th Celebration and Diocesan Picnic from June 19-21 at Lake Logan.  We will
celebrate 50 years of Camp Henry in conjunction with the Diocesan Picnic.  Come for the day, come for an evening,
or come for the whole weekend.   See flyer on the youth bulletin board in the parish hall way. 

The Next Newsletter Deadline - For the June newsletter will be Tuesday, May26th, in order to have them in the
mailboxes by May 31st.   Please mark your calendars.  The newsletter is still, by far, the most effective means of
communication any church has.  Please be in touch with the Parish Secretary for weekly bulletin information on
Tuesday and Thursday mornings from 9:00 a.m. until noon; and your newsletter editor for monthly newsletter
information for any and all pertinent data you wish included.

OUTREACH COMMITTEE
Raeanne Kummer, Chairperson

Phone cards can now be used by soldiers within the United States and not just abroad.  Carol distributed
some of these cards at our meeting.   Any member of Epiphany that knows of a soldier that could use a calling
card, please call Carol.

Carol also will be collecting current and outdated coupons to send to soldiers at different service bases.
Coupons can be up to six months past expiration date and still be honored.   Please start cutting those
coupons and place them in the basket next to the cellular phones basket in the Narthex and support our
troops.

The Outreach Committee voted to participate in the funds drive for ECCCM/Feinstein Foundation again this
year.  This foundation will divide 1 million  dollars among agencies that are able to raise a minimum of $250
and a maximum of $50,000.  Monies are divided proportionally, so the more funds an agency can raise, the
more money they will receive.  

Eric Ben-Davies suggested the Committee come up with a set amount to help families in need in our parish
in the future.  Discussion followed and it was agreed to bring this item up on next month’s agenda.



The fifth Sunday loose change offering, Raeanne requested, with other Committee members agreeing, this
be used as an on-going way to replenish the Outreach Budget.  Mother Beth agreed to this request.  

The Cell Phones for Soldiers Outreach project continues to collect used cell phones to obtain free calling
cards for our troops overseas.  This program has been very successful in giving our soldiers a chance to talk
with their families and loved ones.

Cell phones and chargers can be placed in a bag marked for Carol Clise and placed at the end of one of the
benches in the Church Narthex.

Free one-hour calling cards for soldiers overseas may be obtained by giving names and complete mailing
addresses to Carol Clise.  Contact Carol, if you need more information.

We continue to collect used cell phones and chargers.  They can be placed in a basket in the Narthex.  We
recently received a number of free one-hour calling cards for miliary use.  If you have a relative or friend in
the service of our country, please contact Carol Clise for phone cards.

OUTREACH TO OUR MILITARY OVERSEAS

Many thanks to those who left coupons in the narthex.  Two packages have been sent to locations overseas
(Korea and Japan).  Many troops and their families overseas can  use grocery and drug store item coupons,
expired or in date, at the commissaries at bases of all branches of service.  These bases are not in the war
zones, but where troops and some of their families are stationed.  Bases where these can be sent include those
in Germany, Korea, Turkey, Japan, Belgium, Italy, Spain and the United Kingdom.  Many families are on
a very tight budget and coupons are a big help.  As a project of the Outreach Committee, individual coupons
and the Sunday insert booklets can be placed in a basket in the Narthex and they will be sent to the bases.
Please continue to leave grocery and drugstore coupons to help our military families.  Any questions, please
contact Carol Clise from the Outreach Committee.

MEN’S NIGH T OUT SCHEDULE FOR 2009

Sunday, May 17 - Harbor Inn, Fairgrove Church Rd., Hickory
Sunday, June 21 - Geppeto’s, Springs Road, Hickory
Sunday, July 19 - Bennett’s Barbecue, Fairgrove Church Rd., Hickory 
Sunday, August 16 - Olive Garden, Hickory
Sunday, September 20 - Nagano’s Japanese Steak House, Conover




